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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE                  

Jim Polier, Chapter President              
I have a couple items to relay to you this 

time. The first one is our recent drop of 

attendance at the Chapter meetings. I’ve 

heard other members say the fellowship, 

good food and excellent speakers is the 

“glue that holds our chapter together.” I 

know many of us are busier than we were 

before retirement, but let’s all try to make 

our meetings a priority and enjoy our 

fellowship. I enjoy seeing and talking with 

each of you as we meet every other month. 

The other item is our declining membership. 

This is a problem for our chapter. In another 

article in this newsletter, you will see how 

you can earn some money by recruiting new 

members. Why not give it a try? Also, the 

recent action taken by our members at the 

National Convention in 2016, that 

eliminated mandatory membership of 

chapters is reducing our membership. When 

members decide to end their chapter 

membership that reduces funding needed to 

promote our chapter and activities. With that 

said, let’s make recruitment a high priority 

as we speak with potential members. 

Remember our meeting October 12. 

Finally, Danny Britt has been working to 

plan our Christmas banquet. We hope to                                                  

give you some final details at our meeting in 

October. 

                                                            

SLIGHT RAIN DELAY AT 

AUGUST PICNIC                                                   

Even though the almost every day rains in 

early August tried to wreck the hamburger 

and hot dog picnic, our tireless cooks, Ben 

Stansel, Don Rollens and Danny Britt, 

pulled off a good job from the grill. Another, 

“even though,” the attendance was small, we 

had a super time enjoying the meal and 

hearing our new Eastern Federation Vice-

President Wayne Baker. As a retired FBI 

agent, Wayne shared some of his work 

experiences with the FBI and discussed 

some of the items “coming down the pike” 

as they relate to the future of NARFE. It was 

unfortunate that those of you that weren’t 

able to attend missed his presentation. 

CHAPTER MEETS OCTOBER 

12                                                               

The time will be 6:00 pm, at Wesley 

Memorial Methodist Church corner of 

Peerless Road and Norman Chapel Road. 

The meeting begins with a covered dish 

meal, so please bring your favorite dish. All 

visitors and non-members, please attend as 

our guest and enjoy the meal and fellowship. 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 

RETURNS THIS MONTH       
Our speaker, Amy French, is Manager of 

Programs and Education for the Southeast 

Tennessee Office, Mid-South Chapter of the 



Alzheimer's Association. Amy has 

experience in Mental Health Care and Home 

Health Care. She has worked with the Area 

Agency on Aging and Disability, as well as 

her work in Alzheimer's education and 

awareness. She grew up in Cleveland and 

currently lives in Chattanooga. Amy was a 

guest speaker at one of our meetings last 

year. She is very knowledgeable of 

Alzheimer’s and provided great information. 

Many of you commented about how much 

you learned from her presentation. Please try 

to attend. We have made fund-raising for 

Alzheimer’s our top Chapter project. 

ALZHEIMER’S REMAINS 

TOP PRIORITY FOR 

CHAPTER                               
This just in--NARFE 860 Alzheimer’s 

Team, led by Captain Danny Britt, finished 

the walk on Saturday, September 30, with 

12 team members making the one-mile walk 

in record time. The Walk raised a total of 

$1,410.00. Of this total $635.00 was 

contributed online. This amount will benefit 

the local Alzheimer’s Association. The 

remaining amount of $775.00 will be 

directed to NARFE’s effort that benefits 

Alzheimer’s Research. Prior to the Walk, 

$390.00 have been given to benefit 

NARFE’s goal. This amount includes funds 

raised at Chili’s in April, and individual 

donations from Chapter members and 

friends. This makes a total of $1,165.00 to 

date that benefits our Chapter’s effort to 

support Alzheimer’s Research. 

Another big event to raise funds for 

Alzheimer’s Research will be the auction at 

the December meeting. Please plan to attend 

this special meeting, enjoy the holiday meal 

and fellowship and support the fund- raising 

event. Without your attendance, contribution 

of auction items and frequent bidding, the 

results of effort to exceed our 2016 total 

Alzheimer’s will fail. There are two major 

reasons to exceed last year’s total: (1) to 

beat the Knoxville Chapter for the most 

monies collected, and (2) win the award, but 

the most important reason is THE MORE 

MONIES WE RAISE, THE MORE IT 

HELPS NARFE’S EFFORT TO HELP 

FUND THE MANY NEEDED 

ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH PROJECTS. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT                        

The total Chapter membership as of August 

5 is 39. Since the abolition of the mandatory 

chapter membership was eliminated, we lost 

two members to the National Life Members 

roll. Our president stressed the importance 

of recruitment in his column in this 

newsletter. 

Some good news is you can receive $10.00 

for each member you recruit now until 

December 31. Follow the directions stated in 

the October issue of the NARFE Magazine, 

page 4, in the Executive Director’s column. 

SOMETHING GOOD 

HAPPENING TO MEMBERS 
Dean & Bertha’s son-in-law, Lonnie Hosea, 

was promoted to Captain in the US Navy. 

With over 20 years of service in the Navy, 

his next tour of duty will probably be an 

Executive Officer at a naval hospital 

somewhere in the US. Dean & Bertha are 

proud of their Captain in the family as well 

as their daughter Deanna and 13-year old 

granddaughter Jenna. That is why they are 

hoping he will remain at the Portsmouth 

Naval Hospital in Virginia. 

MEMBERS WITH NEEDS     
Don and Wilby Ledford – Don experienced 

a fall in May, while working on his farm and 

suffered a fractured neck and while Don was 

recuperating, Wilby was involved in a freak 

auto accident. She suffered a broken leg and 



other injuries and is confined to a 

wheelchair and will be for several months. 

Lila Switzer – continuing to recover from 

back surgery in May. 

Kathy Blocker – great to have Kathy back 

after eye surgery several months ago. 

Dan Herron – a resident at Athens Healing, 

(formerly Brookdale), 120 Keith Lane, 

Athens, tel: 347 1852. He appreciates visits 

from his friends. 

Charlie and Billie Aulds – Charlie is a 

resident at Brookdale, 1775 Mount Vernon 

Drive, Cleveland. Charlie would appreciate 

a visit from members that he worked with at 

the Forest Service. 

Elizabeth Carlson, former member – may be 

still living in the area, address is unknown. 

Helen Evans, former member -- resident at 

the Oak Spring Condominiums on North 

Ocoee. 

Let’s work to make this column of our 

newsletter a matter of high priority to keep 

us informed about each other. Let the editor 

(336-2330) know when you learn of a need 

in the life of our members or can provide an 

update on the above members. If you let us 

know when you have a birthday, anniversary 

or new grandchildren, etc. we will recognize 

you in the newsletter. 

Editor’s Note – Apologies for missing the 

August 2017 issue of the newsletter. Also, 

the Spotlight column will return in 

December. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

THANKS TO                  
BANK OF CLEVELAND   
FOR PRINTING SUPPORT 

 


