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President’s Corner 

  

June 2010 has rolled around entirely too fast!  

I find myself eager to share with you some 

heartfelt thoughts. 

 

Since assuming the presidency of Chapter 

870, I have become more and more aware of 

the criticality of the role NARFE plays in preserving our hard 

earned retirement dollars and benefits.  Our officers on Capitol 

Hill are working hard to fight for all of us and we need to 

support them.  There is strength in numbers.  The greater our 

numbers, the greater our NARFE voice.  Also, we need to 

support them by voicing our opinions to our senators, 

congressmen, and representatives.  Write a letter, send an 

email, or make a phone call and let your feelings be known.  

The silent majority accomplish very little. 

 

As I told you last quarter, my goal this year is to promote 

interest and excitement in our chapter monthly meetings.  Our 

programs are interesting and informative.  Our activities add a 

little "spice" to the meeting.  I encourage you to become 

involved in any facet of your chapter.  I welcome your 

opinions and ideas to make it better.  We all need to work 

together to have a strong partnership to accomplish our goals. 

 

I am very proud of our Alzheimer Chair for his successful 

fundraiser during the month of April.  See his comments in the 

Alzheimer's section of this newsletter.  Don't forget to use 

your Whitt's Barbecue tickets during the month of May and 

remind those to whom you sold tickets to also do so. 

 

Our social outing on 20 May was a trip to Lynchburg, TN, to 

tour the Jack Daniels Distillery, Lynchburg, and dine at the 

world famous Miss Mary Bobo's Boarding House.  There were 

ten in our group and we thoroughly enjoyed the day.  I 

encourage you to join us on our next social experience! 

 

Chapter 870 was well represented at the State Convention on 

19-20 April in Sevierville, TN.  We had nine members and 

one guest attend.  We met fellow NARFE members from all 

over the state and shared information and enjoyed fellowship. 

 

Our annual dinner is coming up in August.  We always have a 

great time and great food.  I am sure this year will be no 

different.  There is room on the planning committee for you.  

Several venues are being considered, but no definite place or 

menu has been selected to date. 

 

See you at our June meeting!!! 
                                                                     Sandra Simms, President 
 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
Anna Lawson     Almeda Schrump     Tina Tosten 

Linda Paton        Ronald Wibking 

We welcome all new members. 
 

Membership Report 

 

Since our last newsletter, we have gained five new members giving 

us a new total of 207 members for Chapter 870.  (This total is 

identical to what was reported last quarter but we have in fact gained 

and lost members).  Our TN FED totals thru the end of April were 

4,359 members - - these totals have been going up and down and 

hopefully they will continue to increase.  NARFE National totals 

dropped a little but not much.  For the month of April they showed an 

overall loss of 562 members yielding a new NARFE National 

Membership of 305,737 members. 
                                       JC Whitney, Membership Chair/1st VP 
 

 

Members We Will Miss 
Mary Morse passed away 1 Mar 10 

Walton Coke passed away 10 Apr 10 

Glenna Piersall passed away 20 Apr 10 
  
 

Legislative Highlights 

 

The healthcare reform bill and a budget reconciliation bill 

were signed into law in March of this year.  Your NARFE 

dollars are at work enabling our team on Capitol Hill to assess 

the legal and economic affects on the Federal Employees 

Health Benefits Program.  I advise you to follow the findings 

closely in the "Legislative Report" section of the monthly 

NARFE Magazine.  The new health reform law retains the 

FEHBP and most of its important benefits.  NARFE will 

continue to fight for improvements through regulatory and 

legislative channels. Two of the more attractive changes are:    

FEHBP plans will now have to include preventive services, 

with no co-payments, coinsurance or deductibles.  Medicare 

changes in the new law include starting to close the Medicare 

Part D "doughnut hole" with a $250 rebate in 2010.  
 

The Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and the 

Government Pension Offset (GPO) were the purpose of a 

summit held in March by retired teachers who are affected by 

these Social Security offsets like federal retirees.  NARFE 

participated in the event to assure the group of its support in 

the effort to repeal/reform these unfair offsets.  While much 

work still needs to be done in Washington and on the grass-

roots level, the fight is still being fought. 
 

As always, I continue to encourage you to send emails, make 

phone calls, write letters, visit our legislators and make your 

opinion known.  Get involved!!! 
                                                                Sandra Simms, President 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

We began the month of April with a balance of $2,214.97, 

receipts of $1,953.94 giving us a total to be accounted for 

$4,168.91.  We had disbursements of $1,785.10 leave us a 

balance of $2,383.81.   We have total obligations of $848.00 

which leaves a balance for use of $1535.81. 
                                                                                      Lora Whitney, Treasurer 
 

Alzheimer’s Chairman News 

 

I want to say a big "THANK YOU" to all who participated in 

the Alzheimer's fund raiser by selling and/or buying Whitt's 

barbecue tickets during the month of April.  320 tickets were 

sold resulting in $640 being raised for Alzheimer's research.  

The top sellers were Ronni Reid--100 tickets, Lora Whitney--

70 tickets, Joann Gilbert--40 tickets, and Dale Simms--33 

tickets.   

 

Chapter 870 has 207members.  About 40 members (or 19%) 

attend monthly meetings and make donations.  I challenge 

those members who don’t or can’t come to the meetings to 

donate $1.00 A MONTH OR $12.00 A YEAR OR 

WHATEVER YOU CAN GIVE.  It would help us to reach 

our goal and help our chapter win the Weida White Trolly 

Trophy. This trophy is given to the TN FED chapter that 

donates the most money annually, per capita.  However, the 

award is not the main goal.  We want to help fund the research 

that results in a cure for this dreadful disease.   Hopefully, the 

cure will be found in our lifetime so that we, our children, and 

grandchildren won’t have to suffer or watch a loved one suffer 

with Alzheimer's. Your donation can be mailed to Chapter 870 

Treasurer, Lora Whitney, 2603 Delano Drive, Clarksville, TN 

37043. 

 

To date in 2010, chapter members have donated/raised 

$1,005.65.  Let's keep the momentum going!! Thanks to all 

our members who faithfully donate to this worthy cause 

monthly and one member who mails in her donation. 
                                                   Dale Simms, Alzheimer’s Chairman 

 

 
2010 Tennessee Federation Officers. Seated: Lynda LeMay, 
Secretary; Larry Cunningham, President; Marie Anglin, 
Treasurer; Standing:: Jim Glenn, Legislative Chair;  JC 
Whitney,  Membership Chair; Larry Henderson, 2d VP; Jerry 

McDuffie, 3 rd  VP. Missing is John Wells, 1 st VP 

2010 Tennessee Federation 
Convention 
 

Chapter 870 delegates to the 54
th

 Tennessee Federation 

convention were Sandra and Dale Simms,  Bernice and  Jerry  

Hirsch,  Lora Whitney, Toni Andersen and Ron and Ronni 

Reid. 

 

The convention was opened by President Carey Frazier at 9 

AM on April 20, 2010.  Mr. Frazier introduced National VP 

Joe Beaudoin and Region X VP Paul Carew.  Both talked 

about membership and the need to keep members as well as 

recruit new members.  NARFE’s legislative influence is 

greatly affected by the number of members it has. Obviously, 

the larger the number of members NARFE has the greater the 

influence with Congress.   VP Beaudoin is a candidate for 

National President and Region X VP Carew is a candidate for 

National VP at the 2010 National Convention in September. 

 

Mr. Bill Martin, Virginia Federation President, also attended 

the convention.  He is a candidate for the Region X VP at the 

National Convention. 

 

There were no resolutions or by law changes submitted.  

Several awards were presented including the Leo Potts 

NARFE-PAC award won by the Franklin Co Chapter and the 

Wieda White Trolley Alzheimer’s Award won by the 

Cleveland Chapter.  Chapter 870 received a certificate for 

contributing the most money to the Alzheimer’s Fund in 2009.  

Chapter 870’s JC Whitney received a certificate from Mr. 

Frazier in appreciation of this job as TN FED Membership 

Chair. 

 

The convention delegates voted for TN FED officers for  

2010-2011.  The new officers are: 

 

President – Larry Cunningham 

1
st
 VP – John Wells 

2d VP – Larry Henderson 

3d VP – Jerry McDuffie 

Secretary – Lynda LeMay 

Treasurer – Marie Anglin Legislative Chair – Jim Glenn 

Membership Chair – JC Whitney 

Immediate Past President – Carey Frazier 

 

The 2011 TN FED convention will be held in Nashville at the 

Radisson Hotel across from Opryland Hotel on April 18-19, 

2011.  The convention will be hosted by the Donelson Area 

Chapter.  
                                                                                         Ronni  Reid, Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thereôs a big gap between advice and helpé.. 
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Chapter 870 gratefully acknowledges the businesses that generously support our Newsletter.  If you know of any business who would 
like to be included in our Newsletter, please have them call Lora Whitney, 358-4855 or Ronni Reid, 648-4393. 
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Chapter 870 Supports Flood 
Victims 
 

I believe that we all will remember the “great flood” of May 

2010.  We have learned that several members’ have had 

damage, some very severe, to their homes and/or businesses.  

The officers and members of Chapter 870 wish a speedy 

recovery to everyone who was affected by this disaster. 

 

At our May meeting President Simms made a motion to 

donate $100 to support flood victims.  In addition Mr. Dale 

Simms made a motion to forgo our monthly Alzheimer’s 

collection and instead pass the bucket to add to the 

organization’s donation for flood victims.  Both motions were 

unanimously carried by members that were present at the 

meeting.  

 

Several organizations were nominated to receive the donation. 

The organizations included Red Cross, Salvation Army, Urban 

Ministries and directly to flood victims.  Members voted to 

give the donation to Urban Ministries because the money stays  

in the local area to help those who need help most. 

 

 After the bucket was passed, members had donated a total of 

$413. The total donated to Urban Ministries is $513. 
                                                                                          Ronni Reid, Secretary 

 

 
Lora Whitney and Sandra Simms present NARFE Chapter 870 donation of 

$513 for flood victims to Beverly Dycus, Urban Ministries Representative. 
 

 

COLA Update 
 

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 

Clerical Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.2 percent during April.  

Released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov/cpi 

or 202/691-6994) on May 19, the CPI-W for April is 213.96.  

For purposes of calculating the next COLA (cost-of-living 

adjustment), the index is still 0.7 percent below the 2008 third 

quarter average (due to price deflation, in the past 

measurement year, the 2008 third quarter average is still the 

point of comparison) base index of 215.5.  May consumer 

price indices will be released Thursday June 17, 2010. 

Benefits awarded under the Federal Employees Compensation 

Act (FECA) to individuals suffering work-related injuries or 

illnesses, are adjusted according to each calendar year’s 

percentage change in the CPI-W.  April’s index, 213.96 is 

1.06 percent higher than the December 2009 index, 211.703.  

 

CPI-W 
Monthly % 

Change 
% Toward Next 

COLA 
Oct. 211.5 0.1 -1.9 
Nov 212.0 0.2 -1.62 
Dec 211.7 -0.1 -1.8 

Jan 212.6 0.4 -1.4 

 

Feb 
 

212.5 
 

0.0 

 

-1.4 

 

March 
 

213.525 

 

0.5 

 

-0.9 

 

April 
 

213.96 

 

0.2 

 

-0.7 
                                               Extracted from NARFE.ORG 19 May 2010 

 

Speakers for June and July 

 

Our speaker for our May meeting was Ms Kaye Jones, owner 

of House Doctors Handyman Service here in Clarksville.  

Kaye presented a very informative program, handed out some 

brochures with a ball point pen attached, and was well 

received by all in attendance. She is one of our advertisers 

listed in our Newsletter so if ya’ll have any work that needs to 

be done, please call Kaye and set up an appointment. I think 

you will be pleased with her work. 

 

   Up and coming speakers are:  The 10 June meeting will be 

Ms Eleanor Williams, Montgomery County Historian,  Ms 

Williams is a member of our NARFE Chapter 870 and I’m 

sure she will present a very good program.  The 8 July 

meeting will be Ms Lisa Spencer, AMS Certified Broadcast 

Meteorologist (Weather Lady), for WSMV-TV, Channel 4.  

With all the terrible weather we’ve had lately, Lisa should be a 

most interesting speaker.  Please try and attend both meetings 

for these extraordinary speakers. 

       JC Whitney, 1st VP/Membership Chair 

 

 
Change of Personal Information 
 

Please notify us of any change of name, address, phone 

number, or e-mail address so we can keep you informed of our 

Chapter’s events as well as any Legislative actions.    Also 

NARFE Headquarters should be notified and this can be done 

by notifying our Membership Chair, JC Whitney. 
                                                                         Lora Whitney, Treasurer 

 

 

No one can pick a peck of pickled peppers. They have to be 

picked before they can be pickled. 
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NARFE Is Your Insurance Policy 
 

NARFE acts as your insurance policy against a reduction in your annuities 

and health care protection. Federal health care 
and retirement benefits are always vulnerable, particularly with a record high 

budget deficit and national debt. Indeed, in the not too distant future, 

lawmakers may want to cut federal retirement in response to the tremendous 
pressure 77 million retiring baby boomers will place on the budget. A strong 

membership means enhanced clout with Congress. 

 
The next time you wonder what NARFE has done for you ... lately ... take a 

look at these accomplishments during the 111th Congress, 1st Session 

(2009): 
 

Equity for Federal Retirees in Stimulus Bill: 

Ensures that federal, state and local government retirees who are not eligible 
for Social Security will receive a one-time, $250 per-person refundable tax 

credit for the 2009 tax year. 

 

Protection of Federal Benefits: Protects benefits by defeat of an amendment 

to the fiscal year 2010 House Budget Resolution that would have cut federal 

civilian retirement and/or health benefits by $10 billion over 10 years. 
 

Enactment of Several Civil Service Improvements in the Defense 

Authorization Bill: 

 

Å Re-employing Annuitants: Allows federal agencies to re-employ federal 
retirees on a limited, part-time basis without offset of annuity. 

 

Å Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) Sick Leave: Permits 
FERS workers initially to credit half, and in 2014 all, of their unused sick 

leave toward retirement. 

 
Å FERS Redeposit: Allows returning FERS employees, who previously left 

federal service, to repay a deposit to the Retirement Trust Fund, with interest, 

in order to be able to combine their past and new federal service for future 

annuity service. 

 

Å Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) Part-Time Service Fix: Permits 
certain CSRS workers to phase down to part-time status at the end of their 

careers without reducing their final annuity. 

 

Å Locality Pay Equity: Provides locality pay that is creditable toward  
retirement for federal employees in Hawaii, Alaska and the U.S. Territories. 

 

Å National Security Personnel System (NSPS):  Ends the Department of 
Defense’s pay-for-performance personnel system, the NSPS, and restores 

employees to the federal General Schedule pay system. 

 

Enactment of Enhancements to the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP): 

 

Å Automatic Enrollment and Immediate Contributions: 

Provides automatic TSP enrollment of, and immediate matching contributions 

for, newly hired federal employees. 

 
Å Roth Option: Adds a “Roth” option to the TSP, allowing participants to 

make after-tax contributions to the plan and withdraw their earnings tax-free 

upon retirement. 
 

Å TSP Accounts Rights for Survivors: Ensures that surviving spouses have 

the same rights over their  inherited  accounts as any other TSP participant. 

 

Shielding the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) in 

the Senateôs Health Care Reform Bill: 

 

Å Safeguards: NARFE-drafted  language would safeguard the FEHBP under a 

plan to have the Office of Personnel  Management  manage health plans for 
non-federal civilians. 

 
Å Threatening Amendments Dropped: Proposals were dropped that would 

have required federal workers to join health exchanges and that would have 

opened the FEHBP to nonfederal civilians without separate risk pools. 
 

House Approval of Medicare Part B Premium Protection Bill:  Protects all 

Medicare beneficiaries, including government retirees who are not eligible to 
receive Social Security, from paying an increase in the 2010 Medicare Part B 

premium. The Senate still must approve this legislation. 

               Extracted from brochure “What Has NARFE Done for You Lately” 

 

Join us for lunch and meeting at the Golden Corral Restaurant, Wilma Rudolph Blvd, Lunch 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM, meeting 12:00-1:00 PM. On 2d Thursday of each month  

 

 

National Active and Retired Federal Employees 

2603 Delano Drive 

Clarksville, TN  37043 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


